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Communities, corporations jockey for position
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It’s not a tidal wave (yet) but significant shifts are happening.Maybe,
just maybe, it’s time for the NDP to do a little soul-searching.
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Cameco’s financial results for the first quarter ended March 31,
2017 were released on April 28, 2017. As expected, first quarter
sales were light; however, 2017 sales were described as being on
track at an average realized price well above the current market.
The restart of Japanese reactors and construction of new
nuclear plants are expected to increase future uranium
requirements. Cameco also indicated its continuing
commitment to lower costs and improve efficiency. On May 11,
the company announced senior management changes and the
election of Directors.

Ontario Power Generation Going Galactic
On March 1, 2017 OPG and its venture arm, Canadian
Nuclear Partners, announced their participation in a project
to create isotopes in support of deep space exploration. All
deep space exploration projects are powered by plutonium
238 (Pu-238). This isotope cannot sustain a nuclear reaction
and therefore cannot be used as a fuel in a nuclear reactor or
in a nuclear weapon. The company will use a process similar
to that used at the Pickering Nuclear Generating Station
(PNGS) to create Cobalt 60 to create isotopes at its
Darlington Nuclear Station. OPG is seeking approvals to
commence isotope production by 2020.

Cameco and Bruce Power jointly announced on May 25, 2017 a
long-term arrangement in support of the Bruce Power Life
Extension Program. Their exclusive fuel supply arrangement
will be extended for an additional 10 years. As well Cameco will
provide reactor components for all six of the Major Component
Replacement projects starting in 2020. The value of these
arrangements is anticipated to total about $2 billion to 2020.

The company released its 2016 financial results on March
10, 2017 reporting solid operating and financial results, in
part due to more production days from the Darlington units.
On May 12, OPG released its 2017 First Quarter Financial
results, including the successful completion of the first
segment of the Darlington Refurbishment on time and on
budget. A decline in earnings was reported compared to the
same period in 2016 due to lower generation revenue
attributed to the Darlington Unit 2 refurbishment outage
and continuation of existing base regulated prices.

What Others Are Saying
“Nuclear energy is awesome. It is extraordinary. There is
nothing else like it.
I enjoy a challenge and I certainly found one in nuclear energy.
Technically, it is well understood. But culturally, politically?
That’s another matter.
We need to change the conversation. As I mentioned earlier,
nuclear energy has supporters in many arenas, typically with a
focus on one or two key attributes.
I’m part of this global nuclear energy community, and so are
you. I ask each of you to participate more than you ever have
before in helping to achieve our objectives. I want all of you to
go out into your communities, into the world at large, and
advocate on behalf of nuclear energy.
The business and labor communities, state and local
policymakers all have a stake in nuclear energy because of its
economic benefits.
We need your help to ensure that nuclear energy is part of the
job-creation and infrastructure conversations.
Advocates for combating the threat of climate change and
reducing air pollution should be advocates for the largest source
of emissions-free electricity.
We need your help to ensure that nuclear energy is part of the
clean energy conversation. Policymakers charged with ensuring
America’s safety and security must recognize the strategic
importance of nuclear energy.
We need your help to ensure that nuclear energy is part of the
international trade policy conversation.
Like me, you know exactly which aspects of this fascinating
field have kept you a passionate believer in its promise for the
future.
What I’d like you to do is go out and spread that passion in the
ways you know best.
That is why we’re all here today.”

On May 24, OPG announced the results of an International
Safety Review for the PNGS. An Operational Safety Review
Team for the International Atomic Energy Agency
confirmed the station’s strong commitment to safety. Last
year, the CNSC’s Safety report gave the Pickering Station its
highest possible safety rating of “fully satisfactory”.
Pickering NGS,
Courtesy of OPG

OPG announced it had submitted its responses to 23
information requests from the federal government on the
Deep Geologic Repository (DGR) on May 29. The
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA) made
these requests on April 5, 2017. This followed an earlier
CEAA-led public, indigenous and federal department review
of three OPG reports completed in December 2016. These
reports addressed alternate locations for the DGR. The
CEAA is expected to make its recommendations to the
Minister of Environment and Climate Change. A decision
on the project’s Environmental Assessment is expected this
year.

Good News for Cameco
On February 27, 2017 Cameco announced that the CNSC
had a granted a 10-year operating licence for the Port Hope
Conversion Facility. The licence was granted following an indepth public hearing process in November 2016 held in Port
Hope.

Source: Excerpt from speech “Nuclear’s Role in America’s Future”
by Maria Korsnick, President and CEO, Nuclear Energy
Institute to the Nuclear Energy Assembly 2017, May 23, 2017
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tools are designed to optimize the operational life of the
nuclear power plants. This digital technology, T-104, utilizes
worldwide nuclear operating data to provide best of class
asset management services to Bruce Power.

More Partnerships Supporting Bruce
Power’s Life Extension Program
On February 14, 2017, the company entered into a
contract with Hatch Ltd, a Canadian and employee
owned engineering, procurement and construction
management firm for the Major Component Replacement
Feeders Program, which gets underway in 2020. Hatch
will provide feeder mock-up design services that simulate
critical parameters found in the plant.

On May 18, Bruce Power announced a $150,000
commitment over the next 3 years to the Plug’n Drive’s
Electric Vehicle Discovery Centre. Visitors will be able to
test drive EVs, learn about them and how to connect with
local dealers specializing in EVs. Other supporters include
the province, the Power Workers’ Union and OPG. On the
last day of May, Bruce Power announced that Unit 3 had
set a post-refurbishment long-run record.

Bruce Power held a Developer Information Session on
March 3 for more than 150 developers, realtors and
municipal officials from across Bruce, Grey and Huron
counties. The session, part of a joint Nuclear Economic
Development and Innovation Initiative between the County
of Bruce and Bruce Power, provided a first hand look at the
expected economic opportunities resulting from the LifeExtension Program.

Worth Repeating….

On April 5, following a competitive bidding process, the
company announced a $56 million plus contract with GE’s
Power Services for refurbishment work on two major
components of the generator – the stator and the rotor – in
Units 1, 3 and 4. The following day, Bruce Power
announced the completion of a Cobalt-60 harvest during
the Unit 5 outage. Following the harvest, new rods of
Cobalt-59 (becomes Cobalt-60 after up to two years in the
reactor) were inserted in Unit five along with four rods of
medical High Specific Activity Cobalt which is used to treat
brain cancer.

Canada needs a nuclear energy strategy:
It would maximize a strategic asset
…”The nuclear industry contributes significantly to the
federal government’s policy priorities. But without a guiding
strategy, the practical solutions offered by Canada’s nuclear
technology and expertise are often under-used.
A Canadian nuclear energy strategy would, first, recognize
the role of nuclear energy throughout the government’s
energy and climate change policies. Nearly every serious
fact-based and scientific analysis of how a country can most
quickly, efficiently, and reliably decarbonize its economy
points to the need for nuclear power…
This energy resource has, for years, been Canada’s
substantial global contribution to tackling climate change. A
nuclear strategy would leverage and expand this role, for the
good of the planet.
Second a nuclear strategy would integrate the trade benefits
from having this resource and our own technology to go with
it…
Third a strategy would integrate the domestic impact of the
highly skilled jobs, engineering prowess, and innovative
research and development that accompany Canada’s nuclear
sector…
Fourth, a strategy would be the means of translating vision
into policy guidance and action…
These are components of a nuclear energy strategy. What is
needed is for government, industry and key stakeholders to
work these into a unified strategy, possibly through a nuclear
innovation council. Such a strategy would steer stronger
policy development as well as develop a roadmap to guide
investment decisions both near-and longer-term…”

Cobalt-60,
Courtesy of Bruce Power

Source : Excerpts from an article by John Barrett, President and
CEO, Canadian Nuclear Association, Hill Times, May 3, 2017

Another Life-Extension Program related contract, this one
between Bruce Power and Rolls-Royce, was announced on
May 10. Rolls-Royce’s proven innovative digital analytics
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In short…
Ontario Government Supports
Peterborough GE Workers
At a meeting of former GE workers in
Peterborough, Ontario’s Minister of
Labour Kevin Flynn, stated he would
seek justice and a new expedited process
for former workers to file claims with
the Workplace Safety and Insurance
Board (WSIB). The meeting was
organized the day after the release of a
report that described how workers were
exposed to more than 3,000 toxins at
t h e p l a n t , m a ny o f wh i ch a re
carcinogenic.
An article in the local Peterborough
Examiner reported that over the past 13
years, over 660 applications for
compensation had been filed by GE
workers, with only about 280 being
allowed. The GE plant is one of the
city’s largest employer s and
manufactures a range of products from
large motors to household appliances
and nuclear fuel bundles. According to
a 2017 Examiner article, the plant
produces 40,000 fuel bundles annually.

World’s First EV Education
Centre Opens in Toronto
Ontario’s Plug’n Drive officially
launched the Electric Vehicle Discovery
Centre on May 17, 2017 in Toronto.
The Centre, the first of its kind in the
world is intended to provide an
experiential learning environment for
electric vehicles (EVs). EV models can
be test driven in a “family-friendly”, no
pressure environment. Interested buyers
will be referred to their local EV
certified car dealerships. This one-stop
shop will enable consumers to learn
CANADIAN NUCLEAR
WORKER
is published four times a year by the
Canadian Nuclear Workers Council,
244 Eglinton Avenue East,
Toronto, Ontario M4P 1K2.
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about the environmental and economic
benefits of EVs and the role they can
play reducing greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in Ontario.
Significant GHG emission reductions
can be achieved from the province’s
largest source of GHG emissions,
transportation by powering EVs with
Ontario’s low carbon electricity, mostly
hydroelectric and nuclear. The Centre is
a public-private partnership funded by
Ontario’s cap-and-trade revenue and
support from TD Bank Group, Ontario
Power Generation, Power Workers’
Union, Toronto Hydro and Bruce
Power. More information about the
centre can be found at:
www.plugndrive.ca .

electricity. No vote has yet been called
on the proposed legislation.
Similar initiatives have been approved
in New York (zero-emission credits)
and in Illinois. Other states
considering subsidies for nuclear
power generators include New Jersey,
Ohio and Pennsylvania. Bloomberg
reported on May 23, 2017 that a
diverse, bipartisan set of
Congressional lawmakers are pursuing
the revival of expired clean energy tax
credits and an early extension of a
nuclear production credit. The latter
tax credit, part of the Energy Policy Act
of 2005, provides a credit of 1.8 cents
per kilowatt-hour of electricity
produced by new nuclear power
plants. The credit only covers the first
6,000 MWs of new capacity in service
before on or before Dec. 31, 2020 and
expires after the first eight years of
operation.

Germany’s Renewables Shift
Costs Utilities Billions

Connecticut Introduces Bill
Equating Nuclear to
Renewables
In mid-March, Connecticut legislators
introduced a bill intended to place
nuclear generation on an equal footing
with renewable energy resources.
Connecticut’s 2111 MW Milestone
Nuclear Power Plant would be allowed
to bid into the state’s procurement
process currently reserved for largescale hydro, solar, wind and waste to
energy facilities. The station is
licenced to operate to 2040 and
produces over half of the state’s
The Canadian Nuclear Workers Council is
an organization of workers represented by
unions working in various areas of the
Canadian nuclear industry which includes
uranium mining, nuclear fuel processing,
nuclear power stations, radio isotope
production for medical and industrial
purposes, and nuclear research.
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Quartz reported on March 15, 2017
that Germany’s Energiewende cost
RWE and EON, two of the country’s
largest utilities, combined losses of 28
billion Euros or $30 billion U.S.
Germany’s shift away from fossil fuels
and nuclear power resulted in steep
write-downs in the value of coal and
natural gas plants and costs for cleaning
up nuclear waste. EON, for example,
owes the German government 10
billion Euros for the dismantlement of
the nuclear power plants as they are
phased out by 2022. EON also
indicated it would be cutting 1,300 jobs
mostly in Germany.

The member groups are:
District Labour Councils (Grey/Bruce,
Durham, Northumberland) • International
Association of Firefighters (160) • International
Association of Machinists & Aerospace
Workers (608) • International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (37) • Power Workers’ Union
• Professional Institute of The Public Service
of Canada • Society of Energy Professionals
Union • Society of Professional Engineers and
Associates Union • UNIFOR (The Union for
Canada) (S-48, O-599, & O-252) • United Steel
Workers (14193, 13173, 8562, 8914, 7806 &
1568) • International Federation of Professional
& Technical Engineers Union • Provincial
Building and Construction Trades Council of
Ontario • International Union of Operating
Engineers

