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Lake ore produced 0.34 million pounds of uranium
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anticipate that Cigar Lake will achieve a full production
rate of 18 million pounds by 2018. Cameco’s share will be
1
9 million pounds.
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Some Good News For OPG

Point Lepreau Continues Solid
Performance

Ontario Power Generation (OPG) stated its Q3 financial
results on November 14th, 2014. Before an extraordinary
gain for the three months ended September 30th, OPG
reported net income to the Shareholder of $118 million
compared to $30 million for the same quarter in 2013.
Part of the increase was attributed to higher earnings for
OPG’s Regulated-Nuclear Generation segment. The
capability factor at the Darlington Nuclear Station,
increased to 90.7 percent for the nine months ended
September 30th, compared to 85.7 percent for the same
period in 2013. This increase was attributed to a
reduction in the number of planned outage days. The
capability factor at Pickering Nuclear GS showed a slight
improvement for the same period. Higher earnings on
Used Fuel Fund were another contributor.
OPG also indicated that a detailed schedule and budget for
the Darlington refurbishment project is expected to be
completed in 2015. All work packages were reported to be
on schedule.
On November 25th, 2014 Canada’s Federal Court released
its decision regarding Greenpeace Canada V. Canada
(Attorney General). Four environmental groups—
Greenpeace Canada, Canadian Environmental Law
Association, Lake Ontario Waterkeeper, and Northwatch requested an additional environmental review of OPG’s
plans to refurbish the reactors at the Darlington Nuclear
Station. The environmental groups argued that OPG’s EA
failed to consider how nuclear waste would be stored, the
possibility of accidents on the scale of Fukushima or Three
Mile Island, and the impact on fish and water.
OPG’s environmental assessment, which concluded that
the refurbishment project would not likely cause
significant environmental effects, had been accepted by
the CNSC and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans.
These agencies are the “responsible authorities” charged
with completing the environmental assessment (EA)
under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.
Justice James Phelan rejected the request for additional
review ruling that OPG’s environmental assessment met
the required standard. Lawyers for the four groups
announced on January 28th, 2015 that an appeal had been
filed in late December 2014.
On January 20th, 2015 OPG announced that Unit 5 at the
Pickering Nuclear Generating Station performed for 523
consecutive days, the second longest run for one of its
units. Scheduled maintenance began on Unit 5 on
January 12th.

NB Power’s operational reports for the end of 2014 and
the first month of 2015 demonstrate Point Lepreau’s
production achievements. In November, the reactor’s
capacity factor was 100 percent (compared to the monthly
target of 94 percent). During the month of December
2014, the capacity factor was 99.9 percent. This enabled
the plant to provide about 44.6 percent of the total net
generation from NB Power generating stations. NB
Power’s January 16th 2015 report noted that the station
had been on line for 200 consecutive days since the
successful completion of a maintenance outage in July
2014. The company’s senior management attributed the
sustained performance to the dedicated team of nuclear
professionals working at Point Lepreau Generating Station
(PLGS).
On December 17th, 2014, NB Power announced that it had
completed all required fire protection upgrades at Point
Lepreau. These requirements were mandated by the
CNSC in renewing the licence for the station in 2012.
On the 30th, the company announced that it had filed an
updated evaluation of the seismic report for the PLGS.
The report provided a summary of the work underway to
update the seismic hazards assessment and associated
potential impacts. NB Power’s announcement noted that,
“…Expert evaluation of the latest results of the site-specific
seismic hazard demonstrates the capability of the plant to
withstand very rare, large earthquakes. The interim risk
assessment conducted shows that the risk due to seismic
events is acceptably low and well within international risk
targets.” In addition to posting the report, NB Power
shared it with various stakeholders including the Point
Lepreau Community Relations Liaison Committee.

What Others Are Saying
“Nuclear power is the largest source of lowcarbon electricity in OECD countries, with an
18% overall share of electricity production in
2013 and second at global levels with an 11%
share. The updated vision for the 2014
Nuclear Roadmap – based on the 2 degrees
Celsius (°C) scenario (2DS)1 of Energy
Technology Perspectives: Scenarios and
Strategies to 2050 (IEA, forthcoming 2015) –
sees nuclear continuing to play a major role
in lowering emissions from the power sector,
while improving security of energy supply,
supporting fuel diversity and providing
large-scale electricity at stable production
costs.”
From: Key Findings—Technology Roadmap,
Nuclear Energy, 2015 Edition
International Energy Agency and the Nuclear
Energy Agency, January 29th, 2015.

Pickering Generating
Station,
Courtesy of Ontario Power
Generation
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Bruce Power Continues A Record
Setting Pace

Gentilly-2 Back in the News

On November 14, 2014, Bruce Power (BP) and
Nordion, signed a multi-year (up to an additional 14
years) agreement to provide a long-term supply of
Cobalt-60. Nordion, a business unit of Sterigenics
International LLC, is the leading provider of medical
isotopes and gamma technologies used for the
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of diseases
around the world.
On November 26th, BP partnered with the
Municipality of Kincardine and TELUS to test
enhancements made to the
municipality’s emergency response
alerting system. Recorded messages
were shared through two local radio
stations, MyFM 95.5 in Kincardine and
98 The Beach in Saugeen Shores.
The following day, BP made two
announcements. The first announced
the return to service of Unit 5 following
an $86 million planned maintenance
outage. During the outage, BP safely
harvested Cobalt-60 to be used by
Nordion. In the second, BP indicated
that it had signed a $300 million
agreement with B&W Canada. This
Cambridge-based company will supply
a range of services including
engineering, tooling development,
skilled trades training and site work
execution. The agreement commenced
in January of this year and is expected
to continue into 2020.
On Dec. 12th, BP launched a
conservation product called the “Bruce
Power Saver” to help Ontario
businesses better understand and
manage their energy use. The new
product was launched in partnership
with the Canadian Manufacturers and
Exporters. On the 19th, BP announced
that it would be participating in an
International Atomic Energy Agency
led operational safety performance
review.

Gentilly-2 has been sharing public and media attention
in the last few months with uranium mining in Quebec.
In late November 2014, an opposition member of the
Quebec Assembly called for the Auditor General to
investigate the procedures surrounding the closure of
the station. The request was prompted by the price
received by Hydro Quebec for the sale of assets
previously acquired for the refurbishment of the
nuclear facility. On December 4, 2014 the National
Assembly passed an opposition motion calling for
Quebec’s Auditor-General to review the sales
transactions.

Worth Repeating….
“…Progressing with nuclear
refurbishment programs at Bruce
Power and Darlington will secure
our nuclear baseload--that's the
minimum supply--for decades.
With rates paid for nuclear today
at 30% below the average price of
electricity in Ontario, nuclear
refurbishment will ensure price
stability for decades to come from
sites with existing transmission
infrastructure.
The investments required to
support refurbishment will also
provide a boost to our economy
and create good jobs, particularly
in the area of manufacturing.
Based on a study we released last
year, this program will secure
25,000 jobs annually during the
renewal period….”
Editorial “Ontario Can Have A Nuclear
Future,” by Robert Hattin, Chair of
Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters.
November 2014

On December 18, 2014,
the Quebec Assembly
representative for
Nicolet-Becancour,
Donald Martel, criticised
the government for the
negative economic
impacts the plants closing
would have on the host
region. He noted that
nearly 80 percent of the
600 Gentilly-2 employees
have been relocated
within Hydro Quebec,
retired or left the
company. Sixty
employees from the plant
will remain to manage the
next steps in the
decommissioning
operations.
The first phase of safe
shutdown is now
complete with the second
phase expected to be
complete by 2021.
During this second phase
Hydro Quebec will
transfer the spent fuel
from the pool storage
facility to two new
modules in the dry
storage area.
In mid January 2015, the
Chamber of Commerce Coeurdu-Quebec added its voice to
the earlier concerns expressed
by Donald Martel. Hydro
Quebec was criticised for not
making any announcements
on investment or development
in the area surrounding
Gentilly-2.

In mid-January, BP announced that its eight units set
a company record for electricity output in 2014,
providing 30 percent of Ontario’s power. On the 16th,
BP encouraged the public to become involved in the
process for the five-year renewal of its power reactor
operating licence for Bruce A and B. The media release
provided details on how the public could learn more
about and participate in the CNSC regulatory process.
Near the end of the month, Duncan Hawthorne hosted
a Telephone Town Hall related to the future of BP and
the facilities it operates. Early in February, BP
announced that it would be investing $58 million in
Unit 1 during a planned maintenance outage.

Donald Martel,
Member for Nicolet-Bécancour
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In short...
NWMO Announces
Completion of Phase 1
Preliminary Assessments
The Nuclear Waste Management
Organization (NWMO) completed the
first phase preliminary assessments
for six Northern Ontario communities
in January 2015. The work was
undertaken collaboratively with each
community and the results of the
assessments do not confirm the
technical suitability and safety of any
site. No community has been asked at
this early stage to confirm its
willingness to host the project.
Four communities, City of Elliot Lake,
Town of Blind River, and the
Townships of Manitouwadge and
White River were considered to have
strong potential to meet selection
requirements. All four communities
have been identified for further
studies. The Town of Spanish River
and Township of The North Shore will
not receive further study. The
Preliminary Assessments for all six
communities can be found at
www.nwmo.ca .

Support for Nuclear Evident
in U.S. Budget Request
Thirty billion dollars is being
earmarked for the Department of
Energy in the 2016 Budget
proposal to Congress. In addition
to funding for research and
development related to nuclear
safety, $908 million is proposed
for nuclear energy research and the
development of advanced reactor
CANADIAN NUCLEAR WORKER
is published four times a year by the
Canadian Nuclear Workers’ Council,
244 Eglinton Avenue East,
Toronto, Ontario M4P 1K2.
Tel: 705-725-3902
e-mail: dshier@cnwc-cctn.ca
Contributions should be sent to the
above address.

and fuel cycle technologies. Some
of this allocation will also be for
small modular reactor licensing
and technical support.
Funding for the National Nuclear
and Safety Administration is
proposed to increase by about 10%
from 2015 to $12.6 billion. The
construction of the MOX Fuel
Fabrication Facility at Savannah
River will receive the same level of
funding as in 2015. Final budget
allocations will be considered and
debated by Congress before the
start of fiscal year on October 1.

Canada’s Waste Management
Safe, Secure and
Environmentally-Sound
On January 22nd, 2015 the CNSC
published the government’s fifth
Canadian National Report for the
Joint Convention on the Safety of
Spent Fuel Management and on the
Safety of Radioactive Waste
Management. The October 2014
report provided updates on Canada’s
long-term management initiatives for
used fuel and radioactive waste.
This included the implementation and
ongoing funding of the Nuclear
Legacy Liabilities Program, the status
of the Nuclear Waste Management
site selection process and Ontario
Power Generation’s Deep Geologic
Repository. The report concluded
that, “spent fuel and radioactive
waste in Canada are currently
managed in interim storage facilities
that are safe, secure and
environmentally-sound…. and that
long-term management approaches

The Canadian Nuclear Workers’ Council
is an organization of workers represented
by unions working in various areas of the
Canadian nuclear industry which
includes uranium mining, nuclear fuel
processing, nuclear power stations, radio
isotope production for medical and
industrial purposes, and nuclear
research.
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will be required for all its spent fuel
and radioactive wastes and is
progressing towards solutions…”.

World Leading Scientists Say
Nuclear Greenest Source
In December 2014, some of the
worlds leading biologists called for
society to accept nuclear power as a
key part of the energy mix. In their
open letter, posted at http://
bravenewclimate.com/2014/12/15/
an-open-letter-to-environmentalistson-nuclear-energy/ , the 75
signatories asked the conservation
and environmental community to
weigh the pros and cons of different
energy sources using objective
evidence and pragmatic trade-offs,
rather than relying on idealistic
perceptions of what is “green”. They
want to see more nuclear power
plants built as a central part of a
global strategy to protect wildlife and
the environment.
They believe there is strong evidence
supporting a substantial role for
advanced nuclear power systems
with complete fuel recycling to help
replace fossil fuels and mitigate
severe climate change. Signatories to
the letter include the former UK
government chief scientist, and
leading British, U.S., Canadian,
Chinese and Australian academics.

Image from http://
bravenewclimate.com

The member groups are:
Canadian Union of Public Employees
(Locals 1500, 4250, and 967) • District
Labour Councils (Grey/Bruce, Durham,
Northumberland) • International
Association of Firefighters (160) •
International Association of Machinists &
Aerospace Workers (608) • International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (37) •
Power Workers’ Union • Hydro Quebec
Professional Engineers Union •
Professional Institute of The Public
Service • Society of Energy Professionals
Union • Society of Professional Engineers
and Associates Union (Candu Inc.) •
UNIFOR (The Union for Canada) (S-48,
O-599, & O-252) • United Steel Workers
(14193, 13173, 8562, 8914, & 7806)

