
Message from the President
So What Are Our Elected Representatives 
Missing Here?
Two recent authoritative 
reports, the Fifth 
Assessment Report from 
the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) and the Third 
National Climate 
Assessment from the U.S. 
Global Change Research 
Program, confirm that we 
are facing “a global 
commons problem”.  Both reports note that 
achieving lower greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
will require substantial decarbonisation of the 
global economy, which in in turn will mean a 
fundamental transformation of the global energy 
system.
The U.S. report noted that carbon dioxide 
accounted for 84% of their country’s GHG 
emissions in 2011, with the vast majority of this 
resulting from energy use.  Liquid fuels 
(petroleum) accounted for 41% of this amount 
with solid fuels, coal and natural gas being the 
next biggest contributors.  
Among the many recommendations made by 
both reports, was a call to increase the role of 
nuclear power in the global energy mix, along 
with other low carbon energy technologies and 
solar.  This should not be surprising to anyone.  A  
2011 IPCC report indicated that on a lifecycle 
basis the GHG emissions from hydropower were 
4 grams per CO2 equivalent per kilowatt hour 
(gCO2eq/kWh), 12 for wind, 16 for nuclear, 22 
for solar and 469 for natural gas.  
During the last decade, Canada’s now defunct 
National Roundtable on Energy and the 
Environment issued a series of reports on climate 
change and energy.  The NRTEE also saw a 
greater role for nuclear in Canada’s energy mix.  
They put a new twist on the climate change 
challenge as well, coined “climate prosperity”.  In 
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Message from the President

Maybe Bob was right
Is the NDP stuck in the past?

It pains me to say this but it has to be said.

The New Democratic Party (NDP),with its 
knee-jerk position on nuclear energy, is stuck 
in a time warp.

Now I’m a proud union activist – always have been,always will 
be.And over the years, the union movement in Canada has been
closely associated with the NDP. I wouldn’t deny it’s been a fruitful
alliance – together we’ve made important gains for the working
men and women of this country.

So I’m the last person who’d want to slag our brothers and sisters 
in the NDP.Nonetheless, I have a bone to pick. I have to ask myself
whether Bob Rae was right – maybe, just maybe the former Ontario
premier was right when he left the party several years back,due to
its outmoded thinking and rigid orthodoxies.

This is 2006,and experts around the globe are warning of
staggering environmental and economic impacts, if the world
doesn’t act quickly to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.They tell 
us we have 10 to 15 years to radically change the way we produce
energy and fuel.Otherwise, large swaths of the earth’s surface will
become uninhabitable due to global warming.Millions will be
displaced by floods or drought,economies will be devastated.

These experts are telling us that urgent solutions must be found –
energy solutions that do not rely on fossil fuels and do not produce
greenhouse gases.Renewable sources are part of the answer but
can’t possibly meet baseload power requirements.These same
experts, including noted environmentalists,are strongly urging
governments to take a serious look at nuclear generation – a 
power source virtually free of emissions that contribute to global
warming.

And it’s not just governments and activists who are paying heed.
A number of unions are reviewing their energy policies,asking
whether their historic anti-nuclear stance still makes sense.The
Canadian Labour Congress is studying the question.The Canadian
Union of Public Employees convened a meeting on the issue this
month.And the Quebec Federation of Labour recently lent its
support to nuclear energy proponents – for the first time ever.

It’s not a tidal wave (yet) but significant shifts are happening.Maybe,
just maybe, it’s time for the NDP to do a little soul-searching.

Ontario embraces nuclear
Communities, corporations jockey for position

The race is on! Ontario’s plan to refurbish existing nuclear reactors
where feasible, and build one or two new ones has triggered a high
stakes contest. Nuclear energy producers and reactor manufacturers
are hard at work on competitive bids. And host communities are
rolling out the welcome mat for further nuclear investment in 
their regions.

The Durham Strategic Energy Alliance (DSEA), a group from the
energy industry, municipal government and local post-secondary
institutions, launched its pitch for new-build the same day in June
the government announced its plan. It’s promoting Ontario Power
Corporation’s Darlington site just east of Toronto, as the prime
location. Durham says it wants to be known as “Ontario’s Energy
Capital.”

The region offers a highly skilled workforce, well-developed
infrastructure and strong community support. In addition, DSEA

points out that in
2005 OPG, with 
10 operating
nuclear reactors in
the Durham region,
provided more 
than 30 per cent of
Ontario’s nuclear
generation at well
below the average
market price.

Flash forward to September and Duncan Hawthorne, CEO of
Bruce Power in Kincardine, Ontario, is presenting his plan to local
residents for a $20 billion, 40-year plan to continue overhauling 
the Bruce Nuclear Generating Station on the shores of Lake Huron.
Part of his plan calls for one or more (possibly four) new reactors.

Bruce County interest groups were slower than the Durham alliance
to mount a lobbying effort but they’re making up for lost time.
Local councillors want the county to work with business, economic
development groups and the public to promote Bruce Power as the
site of choice for new-build nuclear.
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their 6th report on this topic, “Framing the Future: 
Embracing the Low Carbon Economy”, the NRTEE 
noted that the growing global market for low-carbon  
goods and services, estimated to be between $4 and 
$8 trillion by mid-century, represented a significant 
opportunity.
Canada’s nuclear industry has undertaken several 
analyses that forecast large economic and 
environmental benefits if we built new reactors at 
home or sold them abroad.  While there is recent 
evidence of modest marketing support for the 
export of Canada’s nuclear products and services, 
Ontario’s decision not to build new reactors 
suggests our industry’s pitch has fallen on deaf ears.  
Only one party in Ontario’s underway election 
would reverse this decision; it also happens to be 
anti-organized labour.  Nor is there much support at  
the federal level from our current “oil/gas and 
pipelines” government.
The U.S. already has programs in place to support 
and promote nuclear.  China and India have 
aggressive plans in place to build new nuclear plants 
and recently Japan began steps to restart its nuclear 
reactors.    
We have the opportunity and the evidence that 
shows Canada’s nuclear industry can deliver the 
goods--more high paying jobs, economic spinoffs, 
advanced technology exports and environmental 
benefits.  Our industry needs to find out what’s 
holding our politicians back and fix it.   

continued...



Bruce Power Working Hard to Make Good 
“Gridizens”
At the end of March, Bruce Power (BP) announced the launch  
of a new website – live.gridwatch.ca – in partnership with 
EnergyMobile.  The new site will provide essential facts about 
Ontario’s electricity system including: hourly visibility about 
the forms of energy that are powering the province; 
associated carbon emissions; and plant by plant details about 
Ontario’s supply mix.  Gridwatch is available on the Apple 
Store and the web.  This literacy tool is intended to help 
improve the public’s knowledge about how the system works 
and empower consumers to take action and become good 
“Gridizens”.
On April 1st, BP took another step to expand its public 
outreach with summer bus tours of the Bruce site.  The one 
hour tours will include a view of Douglas Point, a drive past 
the multi-unit Bruce A and Bruce B stations and a number of 
security elements that protect the site.
On the operations side BP is investing about $90 million 
dollars in the planned outage in Unit 3.  This maintenance 
outage began on April 8th and will involve regular BP staff 
and about 500 temporary workers and contractors over the 
next three months.  On April 23rd BP marked one-year of 
continuous operation of Unit 6.  BP successfully completed 
an $85 million in investment during a successful two-month 
plan maintenance outage that ended on April 21, 2013.    Unit 
5 eclipsed one year of reliable operation on May 5th.
In early May, Canada’s Top 100 Employers named BP one of 
Canada’s most attractive places to work for young people for 
the third year in a row.  The company was also recognized by 
Randstad Canada as one of the most attractive places to work 
in Canada.   On May 9th, BP marked its 13th anniversary with  
a $1 million donation to the Grey Bruce Health Services 
Hospital and a $1 million contribution to the Kincardine 
Community Health Care Foundation for the Kincardine 
Hospital.

Cameco Sells Stake in Bruce Power
On March 27, 2014 Cameco announced that they had closed 
the previously announced sale of its 31.6 percent interest in 
Bruce Power L.P. and related entities for $450 million.  BPC 
Generation Infrastructure Trust, the Power Workers’ Union 
Trust No.1 and the Society of Energy Professionals acquired 
an additional 29.78%, 1.25% and 0.55% respectively in the 
limited partnership.
At the end of March, Cameco announced it was ending a 
10-year toll-conversion agreement with Springfields Fuels 
Ltd (SFL), effective December 31, 2014.  The agreement, 
signed in 2005, allowed for the annual processing of up to 
5 million kilograms of uranium at SFL’s Lanchashire, UK 
site.  Uranium trioxide was sent to this facility from 
Cameco’s Blind River uranium refinery to be converted to 
uranium hexifloride (UF6), to produce fuel for light water 
reactors.  Given the current weak market for UF6 , 
Cameco will supply its customers from the Port Hope 
conversion facility.
In early April, Cameco announced changes at NUKEM, a 
wholly owned subsidiary.  With the retirement of Jeffery 

R. Faul, as NUKEM’s president and CEO, Tim McGraw 
will take over as his replacement.  Mr. McGraw has held a 
number of senior positions with NUKEM over the last 20 
years. 
In May, Cameco was recognized for its outstanding 2013 
safety performance by the Canadian Institute of Mining, 
Metallurgy and Petroleum (CIM).  The company’s 
McArthur River mine was awarded the prestigious T.Ryan 
National Safety Trophy in recognition of the zero 
reportable injuries for the 860,818 working hours last 
year.   This is the third time McArthur River has won this 
national award.

Point Lepreau Progress on Performance 
Targets
Point Lepreau marked 150 days of operation with capacity 
factors nearly 100% on April 5th, 2014.  Two days later the 
station went temporarily offline when issues arose with a 
turbine system pump.  By April 10th, Lepreau was operating 
at full power producing about 660 megawatts.  As a result of 
the turbine system pump issue the net capacity factor for the 
month of April was 86.4 percent, below the monthly target of 
94 percent.
On April 25th, NB Power held a one-day emergency drill to 
practice emergency response and communications at the 
station.  The Musquash Fire Rescue Department and Saint 
John Fire Department participated in the exercise.
NB Power began a planned 45-day outage for scheduled 
maintenance activities, restart of the station and 
synchronization to the grid at 35 percent reactor power on 
May 5, 2014.  Following synchronization, testing and 
verification activities will be undertaken until the unit returns  
to full power.
Cost overruns associated with the refurbishment of Point 
Lepreau continue to be an issue.  Refurbishment work cost an  
extra $2 billion and exceeded the project schedule by 3 years.    
All 780-fuel caps will have to be replaced in the next year or 
two and can be undertaken while the plant is on-line.  In the 
short-term adjustments will be made to the existing plugs.  
According to NB Power the work will be done under warranty  
at the expense of Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd.  The 
provincial government is currently in court seeking to recoup 
an insurance claim made by NB Power.
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What Others Are Saying
“….In order to achieve the emission reductions necessary to 

avoid the worst potential consequences of climate change, it is 
necessary to obtain increasing quantities of electric power from 

zero-emission sources. Nuclear power is the largest source of 
zero-emission power in the United States, and it provides stable 

and steady baseload power, which helps ensure electric grid 
reliability. Currently, only nuclear, natural gas, coal, and hydro 

facilities can provide steady baseload power at the necessary 
scale. As the United States considers options for a low-carbon 
future, the importance of the current fleet of nuclear reactors 

should not be forgotten….”
Source: Climate Solutions—The Role of Nuclear Power, Doug 

Vine, Sr. Energy Fellow, Centre for Climate and Energy 
Solutions (C2ES), April 28th, 2014.  The C2ES is the successor 

to the Pew Center on Global Climate Change.



Ontario Power Generation Partners Up
On March 6, 2014 OPG reported that net income for the 
year ended Dec. 31, 2013 was down from $367 million 
for the previous fiscal year to $135 million.  OPG’s 
President and CEO attributed the results to an increase 
in nuclear outage activities that were related to 
investments needed to extend the operations of its 
nuclear facilities and for repairs.  This resulted in lower 
generation and higher operating, maintenance and 
administration costs.  Extensions 
to planned outages at the 
Pickering and Darlington stations 
resulted in a drop of 4.3 TWh in 
nuclear production.
The definition phase of the 
Darlington Refurbishment 
project is currently underway 
with a detailed cost and schedule 
estimate expected to be complete 
in 2015.   As of Dec. 31, 2013 life-
to-date capital expenditures 
totaled $793 million.  By the end 
of 2013, OPG had issued 
contracts for the refurbishment 
work valued at approximately 
$1.5 billion.  The mock-up 
facility, at the Darlington Energy 
Complex was completed during 
the first quarter of this year 
ahead of schedule and is now 
being prepared for tool testing 
and training.
On April 16th, 2014 an 
announcement was made that 
OPG through its subsidiary, 
Canadian Nuclear Partners 
(CNP) had signed an agreement 
with Westinghouse Electric 
Company.  The two companies 
will combine their 
complimentary strengths and 
capabilities to work together on a  
range of global nuclear projects.   
Westinghouse, majority owned 
by Toshiba is a leader in 
engineering and project 
management services, plant 
modifications, outage and 
maintenance services, and 
instrumentation and control 
upgrades.
Ontario’s 2013 Long Term Energy Plan encouraged OPG 
to pursue new business lines and opportunities within 
and outside the province.  OPG and Westinghouse have 
been collaborating on several projects, such as 
Westinghouse’s work designing filtered containment 
vents at the Darlington Nuclear plant.
On May 7th and 8th, 2014, the CNSC held a public 
hearing regarding OPG’s request to remove the hold 

point associate with a condition of the Reactor Operating 
Licence for the Pickering Nuclear Station.  This would 
allow OPG to operate the reactors beyond 210,000 
hours.  

Gentilly-2 Shutdown Continues and 
Uranium Mining Heats Up 

The CNSC continues to monitor 
the transition of the station to a 
safe storage state.  The plant is 
now fully defueled.  Personnel 
relocations continue in 
accordance with collective 
agreements.  Job losses and 
government compensation in the 
region surrounding the closing 
station were raised during 
Quebec’s recent election. 
On April 12th, Hydro Quebec 
informed the CNSC of higher 
water levels than usual near the 
plant.  A safety barrier is in place 
to prevent flooding and the water 
level was nowhere near the level of  
the barrier.
Uranium mining continues to be a 
hot issue in the province.   As 
reported in a previous newsletter, 
on April 2nd 2013 the Quebec 
government placed a temporary 
moratorium on uranium mining.  
BAPE, the province’s Bureau 
d’audiennces publiques sur 
l’environnement was asked to 
hold public hearings on the 
uranium sector.  The Grand 
Council of Crees opposes all 
uranium mining in its territory.  
BAPE will commence public 
consultations on May 20th, 2014 
in Sept Iles and Harvre-Saint-
Pierre.  The Quebec Mineral 
Exploration Association has raised 
concerns regarding the 
appointment of Louis-Gilles 
Francouer, a former journalist to 
preside over these BAPE 
consultations.  The Association is 

asking Quebec’s Minister of Sustainable Development to 
the Environment to intervene.  
A coalition of opposition groups that includes the Grand 
Council is calling for the moratorium to be maintained.   
The coalition cites a recent study by the National 
Institute of Public Health as providing significant 
evidence of the numerous environmental and public 
health risks, uncertainties and impacts of uranium 
mining.

Worth Repeating….
“…The Canadian nuclear 

industry and organized labour 
have been partners for many 

years in the pursuit of technology  
that contributes to the quality of 

life enjoyed by Canadians…

Increasingly, we’re focusing on 
the significant economic benefits 
that come from investment in a 
clean energy future.  A future, 

which should – and must – 
include nuclear, since nuclear 

ranks among the cleanest 
generators of electricity with zero 

greenhouse gas and polluting 
emissions.

As I mentioned, the nuclear 
industry is a significant 
employer, with 60,000 

Canadians on the payrolls of 
nuclear firms and their suppliers.   

The jobs are stable, long-term 
and high wage…”

Source:  Notes for Remarks, by 
John Barrett, President and CEO, 
Canadian Nuclear Association to 

the Canadian Building Trades 
Union, 2014 Legislative Conference, 

Gatineau, Quebec, May 7th, 2014.
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Japanese Cabinet Approves 
Nuclear Energy As Country’s 
Baseload Source

On April 24th, Japan’s Cabinet 
approved an energy plan that would 
make nuclear energy a key baseload 
power source.  Nuclear energy received 
the designation because it is seen as a 
“quasi-domestic energy source”, 
provides supply stability and 
efficiency, has low operating costs and 
emits no greenhouse gas emissions.
The plan requires final approval by 
Japan’s Nuclear Regulation Authority 
(NRA) and is contingent upon 
assurance that the plants can be 
operated safely in accordance with new 
nuclear safety standards that came 
into effect in July 2013.
The NRA, an independent body 
created in response to the Fukishima-
Daiichi incident is overseeing the 
restart of Japan’s offline nuclear 
reactors. 

Public Consultations Start on 
Nuclear Repository in Sweden
At the end of April, Sweden’s regulator 
announced the commencement of 
public consultations on a proposed 
deep geological repository for spent 
fuel.  SKB, a nuclear fuel and waste 
management company is proposing to 
build the repository almost 500 metres 

in bedrock on Sweden’s east coast near 
Forsmark.  
An encapsulation facility is also planned 
in the municipality of Osthammar near 
an existing Clab interim storage facility.    
This siting process has been underway 
for almost 20 years.  The Swedish 
Radiation Authority has been reviewing 
SKB’s application since March 2011.  
The regulator will be receiving public 
comments until October 31, 2014.

Site investigation area in Forsmark,
Courtesy of SKB

Saudi Arabia Sets Up Nuclear 
Regulator

Map data ©2014 Basarsoft, Google, Mapa GISrael, ORION-ME 500 km 

While there are no nuclear plants in 
Saudi Arabia at the current time, the 

country continues to move towards a 
civilian nuclear program.  On May 5th, 
2014 Saudi authorities announced that 
Finland’s Radiation and Nuclear 
Authority (Stuk) would be helping them 
set up a radiation and nuclear safety 
authority.
Saudi Arabia has plans for 16 nuclear 
units by 2032.  GE Hitachi Nuclear 
Energy and Westinghouse are pursuing 
orders for these reactors.  Saudi Arabia 
has also signed nuclear cooperation 
agreements or is in discussions with 
China, the U.S., the UK, France, Russia 
and the Czech Republic.

German Utilities Propose 
“Badbank” For 
Decommissioning Nuclear 
Power Plants
Recent media reports indicate that 
German utilities are in discussions 
with the government regarding the 
transference of responsibility for the 
decommissioning of Germany’s 
nuclear power plants.  The proposal 
calls for a public foundation to 
manage the closure of these power 
plants by 2022.
E.ON, RWE, EnBW and Sweden’s 
Vattenfall have set aside over 30 
billion Euros ($41.27 billon U.S.) to 
fund the decommissioning process.

Mülheim-Kärlich nuclear plant,
Courtesy of RWE Power AG 
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The Canadian Nuclear Workers’ Council 
is an organization of workers represented 
by unions working in various areas of the 
Canadian nuclear industry which 
includes uranium mining, nuclear fuel 
processing, nuclear power stations, radio 
isotope production for medical and 
industrial purposes, and nuclear 
research.
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