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Five-Year License Renewal for Hydro Quebec

Message from the President
Ontario
embraces nuclear
AECL Deal—The Dust is Far From Settled

On June 29, 2011 the Canadian Nuclear Safety Authority approved a
five-year renewal of Gentilly 2’s operating licence and the merging of
the station’s license with Hydro Quebec’s waste management facility
operating licence. The decision also authorized activities related to
the full refurbishment of Gentilly-2.
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its outmoded thinking and rigid orthodoxies.

This is 2006, and experts around the globe are warning of

Point
Lepreau Refurbishment Makes Progress
staggering environmental and economic impacts, if the world

NBdoesn’t
Poweract
delivered
goodgreenhouse
news on July
that the project
quickly tothe
reduce
gas15th
emissions.They
tell team
had
successfully
completed
the
installation
and
testing
of
all
380
us we have 10 to 15 years to radically change the way we produce
calandria
tubes
in
the
reactor
vessel.
Each
tube
was
tested
to
energy and fuel.Otherwise, large swaths of the earth’s surface willensure
that
leak tight
seals weredue
achieved.
become
uninhabitable
to global warming.Millions will be
Work
is
now
underway
preparing
the fuel will
channel
installation
displaced by floods or drought, economies
be devastated.
activities, including the installation of pressure tubes, spacers and end
These experts are telling us that urgent solutions must be found –
fittings and the positioning assemblies. This work is expected to be
energy solutions that do not rely on fossil fuels and do not produce
complete
in December of this year.
greenhouse gases.Renewable sources are part of the answer but
The
retube
work
is expected
be complete
by May 2012
and
can’t possibly
meet
baseloadto
power
requirements.These
same
following the completion of the commissioning activities, the station
experts, including noted environmentalists, are strongly urging
is expected to return to service by the fall of 2012.
governments to take a serious look at nuclear generation – a
Onpower
July 18th,
CNSCfree
announced
participant
funding
for the
sourcethe
virtually
of emissions
that contribute
to global
pending
regulatory process for the five-year renewal of Point
warming.
Lepreau’s operating licence. In addition to the licence renewal, NB
And it’s
not just governments
are reactor,
paying heed.
Power
is seeking
authorizationand
to activists
load fuelwho
in the
in
A
number
of
unions
are
reviewing
their
energy
policies,
asking
accordance with the terms of their current licence. The
$75,000 in
whether
their
historic
anti-nuclear
stance of
stillthe
makes
sense.The
funding
will
enable
interested
members
public,
aboriginal
Canadian
Congress is studying
the question.The
Canadian
groups,
andLabour
other stakeholders
to participate
in the process.
Funding
applications
are due
by Friday,
September
9, 2011.
The
first
Union of Public
Employees
convened
a meeting
on the
issue
thisday of
hearings
will be
on October
6th,
Ottawalent
followed
by
month.And
theheld
Quebec
Federation
of 2011
Labourinrecently
its
public
hearings
on November
30 and December
1,time
2011ever.
in New
support
to nuclear
energy proponents
– for the first
Brunswick.
It’s not a tidal wave (yet) but significant shifts are happening.Maybe,
Meanwhile,
Brunswick
politicians
andsoul-searching.
the media continue to
just maybe,New
it’s time
for the NDP
to do a little
speculate and express concerns about how the federal government
will cover the cost overruns incurred to date and who will honour
quality control commitments going forward for the refurbishment
1
work.

sources and that engineering projects were underway to reduce
noise. Soil and concrete from the UO2 and UF6 plants had
been transferred and will ultimately be stored at a licensed
waste management facility in the United States.

CNWC Hall of Nuclear Industry Leaders
The daily churn of issues and
opportunities sometimes makes us lose
sight of some pretty important
individuals. These are leaders like
Kealey Cummings, who have done so
much to protect and advance the rights,
health and safety of workers in Canada’s
nuclear industry.

The Environmental Impact Statement for Vision 2010,
Cameco’s plan to clean up, modernize and improve the
appearance of the Port Hope Conversion facility, was submitted
to the CNSC in late 2010. Comments were received from the
CNSC, Environment Canada, Health Canada and the Ontario
Ministry of the Environment. The CNSC will be holding a
public open house on the project in September.

Kealey Cummings

Although, Kealey’s life-long commitment to the labour
movement was likely influenced by his father’s involvement in
the militant International Workers of the World (or Wobblies),
his mother was a driving force too. As a young man, she
advised Kealey to be prepared to deal with fools and that there
was always lots to be done if you’re willing. Taking this advice
to heart, he set about “doing good” and “helping others”
through a long string of accomplishments spanning more than
fifty years.

Throne told the audience that the equipment for the SEU
(slightly enriched uranium) CANDU fuel project had been
removed and the Port Hope plant would be reconfigured along
with automation upgrades. The results of Cameco’s public
opinion research regarding community interests and the
effectiveness of the company’s public information program
were also provided. Eighty seven percent are supportive of the
continuation of Cameco’s Port Hope operations. Eighty three
percent believe that Cameco does everything possible to ensure
public safety and ninety percent believe Port Hope is a safe and
healthy place to live.

Cummings left his boots behind in a mining locker in Timmins
to join the Royal Canadian Navy near the end of the war. He
joined Ontario Hydro as a construction worker in 1947. Even
though he had a young family, Kealey’s work required him to
travel across the province from construction site to construction
site. By 1952, he was a Steward and by the following year was
elected as a Chief Steward and member of the Construction
Bargaining Committee.

Clarington Receives Good News from OPG
On July 6th, Durham Region business, community and
political leaders broke ground for the Darlington Energy
Complex. This 250,000 square foot building, besides
containing a full-scale mock-up of a Darlington reactor,
will host a public information centre, security processing
and training centers and a tooling and testing facility.

Kealey’s name has been associated with many firsts in the
Canadian labour movement. He was instrumental in the
transformation of the Association of Ontario Hydro
Employees’ to the Power Workers’ Union. Elected as President
in 1956, Kealey led the organization for another 13 years.
Through the Rolphton negotiations, he helped bring nuclear
workers into the fold and was a driving force behind the
creation of Ontario Hydro’s nuclear division and the first health
and safety committee in the company.

The new Ontario Power Generation (OPG) Complex, just
west of the Darlington Nuclear station, will enable workers
to be trained before performing refurbishment work within
the station. The Complex, a LEED registered project, is
expected to be completed by the summer of 2013.

First elected to CUPE’s National Executive in 1955, Kealey
served until 1985, including a stint as National Secretary from
1975 to 1985. He was a delegate to the founding meeting of
the Canadian Nuclear Association in 1960. Kealey also was a
member of Ontario Hydro’s Board and the Douglas-Caldwell
Foundation, an organization dedicated to provoking “left wing”
discussion.

In February 2010, OPG announced it was in the planning
phase for refurbishing the Darlington Nuclear station. With
a total output of 3,512 MW the four-unit station provides
about 17 percent of Ontario’s electricity. On June 24, 2011,
the screening level environmental assessment started for
the refurbishment and continued operation of the
Darlington station.

Throughout his life, Kealey Cummings has used his natural
leadership abilities, respect for others, sense of humour,
common sense, knowledge of human behaviour and love of
theatre for the benefits of his colleagues in the labour
movement.

OPG actions continue in response to the Fukishima
incident. Tom Mitchell, OPG President and CEO will
Chair the World Association of Nuclear Operators PostFukishima Commission. This international 14-member
committee will analyze the lessons learned and how
nuclear facility operators around the world can apply them.

Cameco Updates Port Hope Community

The Joint Review Panel for the Darlington New Nuclear
Project indicated on June 3rd that they had obtained all
necessary information needed to prepare their report. The
Panel is expected to deliver their report on OPG’s
Environmental Assessment within 90 days of the closure
date. Depending on the Government’s response, the Panel
may proceed to make a decision on OPG’s License to
Prepare Site application.

On July 15th, Cameco hosted a community forum to provide
updates on local operations, noise from the Port Hope
Conversion facility, Vision 2010, relicensing and fire safety and
emergency response.
Andy Thorne, VP of Cameco’s fuel services told the sixty
attendees that summer maintenance shutdowns would begin at
the Port Hope Conversion facility in the latter part of July.
Acoustic testing at the facility had identified major noise
continued...
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Worth Repeating….

Worth Repeating….

“To those with a longer view, AECL being sold for $15
million – the price of a luxury condominium in
Yorkville or a low-budget movie – to Montreal
engineering firm SNC-Lavalin is a case study in bad
management, lax government oversight and squandered
opportunities….
Apart from the loss of a once-admired company, the sale
of AECL creates a host of problems for its employees –
40 percent of whom will lose their jobs – its suppliers
and its prospective clients.
It undercut Ontario, which is in the market for two
nuclear reactors. The province pleaded with Ottawa not
to privatize AECL without negotiating a deal to cover
the company’s cost overruns, as always done in the past,
on the massive project. Natural Resources Minister Joe
Oliver made it clear his government is under obligation
to help the province, should it choose to buy Candu 6
reactors. That means either taxpayers or hydro
consumers will have to absorb the costs.
It hammered Mississauga, the site of AECL’s
headquarters. Hundreds of scientists and engineers will
soon be out of work. The company’s suppliers, many
based in the community, will have to compete fiercely
for contracts with the new owner.
There are two winners in this deal: Harper, who got rid
of an unwanted responsibility, and SNC-Lavalin, which
got a great bargain. Even if the Montreal firm never
sells another reactor, it will make a tidy profit upgrading
and servicing the 34 reactors AECL has already sold in
seven countries.
There are many losers: Canadian science, the redundant
workers, the Ontario government, hydro consumers and
all those who believe that AECL could have competed
with the best, given a fair chance.”

“Under the terms of the agreement, SNC-Lavalin,
through its wholly owned subsidiary CANDU Energy,
will take over the CANDU Reactor Division’s three
business lines: services to the existing fleet, lifeextension projects and reactor new builds.
“The CANDU commercial reactor business will
benefit greatly from SNC-Lavalin’s entrepreneurial
capacity and global scale,” said the Honourable Joe
Oliver, Minister of Natural Resources. “The
transaction will place CANDU technology in proven,
competent hands to be serviced and deployed in
Canada and abroad, meeting energy needs and
stimulating a supply chain located largely in Canada.”
“As one of the world’s largest engineering/
construction firms with offices in over 35 countries
worldwide, we’re looking forward to developing new
business opportunities using CANDU’s renowned
technology on projects around the globe,” said Pierre
Duhaime, President and CEO, SNC-Lavalin Group
Inc. “We’re also very happy to welcome the new
employees this acquisition will bring to our ranks, and
to work together to realize our vision for this
industry.”
The Government of Canada will retain ownership of
all CANDU intellectual property, while providing an
exclusive licence to CANDU Energy to grow its
business. In addition to an upfront payment of $15
million from SNC-Lavalin, this will create an
opportunity for Canadian taxpayers to benefit from
royalties on future sales of reactors, future lifeextension projects and certain products and services.”
Source: Natural Resources Canada
Press Release, June 29, 2011
—“Government of Canada and SNCLavalin Group Reach Agreement on
AECL CANDU Reactor Division.”

Source: Toronto Star, July 1, 2011, “Sad
end for a Canadian success story.”

Bruce Power Achieves Major Milestone

On July 27th, Bruce Power issued its review of the initial lessons
learned from the earthquake and tsunami in Japan to the CNSC.
Bruce Power’s facilities were found to be operating to the
highest safety standards and the company has identified
opportunities to build on the lessons learned from Japan.

On June 30th, Bruce Power received approval from the CNSC
to begin loading fuel bundles into Bruce A’s Unit 2 marking
the final commissioning phase of the restart program. On July
15th, Bruce Power announced that it had loaded the final fuel
bundle into Unit 2. The work involved manually installing
5,670 fuel bundles into 480 channels on the reactor face.
Unit 2 is expected to synchronize with the grid by the end of
the year pending further regulatory approvals. Unit 1 will
follow next year.

The review considered the geographic location of the Bruce
Power Site and surrounding environment. The site is located in a
very seismically stable area with minimal risk of flooding. The
facilities are also designed to withstand events that could take
place in this area.
As a result of the review, Bruce Power will assess whether
additional severe weather protection is required for emergency
equipment stored at the site. The company will also hold a major
drill in the spring of 2012 to further test and assess this
capability. Bruce Power noted that besides refurbishing Units 1
and 2, the company has invested over $1.5 billion in plant
upgrades over the past decade.

To celebrate its 10th anniversary in grand style, Bruce Power’s
President and CEO, Duncan Hawthorne, announced a
scholarship program for Ontario students on July 19th. Bruce
Power will award 200 scholarships to students attending postsecondary school this fall. The scholarships fall into three
categories: $1,000 scholarships for 25 recipients; $500 for 75
recipients; and, $250 for 100 recipients.
continued...
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In short...
Europe Makes Progress on
Management of Long-Term Nuclear
Waste
On July 19th, the European Union
announced that radioactive waste from
Europe’s 143 nuclear reactors must be
buried in secure bunkers. Currently 14
European countries using nuclear power
store their radioactive waste in surface
bunkers or warehouses. Annually,
Europe’s nuclear plants produce about
50,000 cubic meters (1.77 million cubic
feet) of radioactive waste. About 15
percent of this is high-level waste.
To meet the new requirement, respective
national nuclear authorities must file
disposal plans by 2015 with Europe’s
Energy Commissioner. The agreement
allows for waste to be shipped to
countries that already have deep
geological disposal in place. It also
allows for the continuance of existing
reprocessing contracts between Russia
and former soviet governments in eastern
Europe.

China’s Experimental Fast Neutron
Reactor Linked to the Grid
On July 21, China announced that its first
fast neutron reactor was generating
electricity for the grid. The layout is
similar to a large power plant, has fourth
generation reactor safety features and
increases the rate of uranium utilization up
to 60%. This compares to 1% for
traditional pressurized water reactors.
The new technology has a nuclear heat
power of 65 megawatts (MW) and a
power generating capacity of 20 MW.
China’s Ministry of Science and
Technology, the State Administration of
Science, Technology and Industry for
National Defense, and the China National
Nuclear Corporation organized and
support the fast-reactor program. China’s
Institute of Atomic Energy carried on the
program in conjunction with hundreds of
universities and research institutes. The
new fast reactor technology will help
China establish an advanced fuelrecycling system.

New 1,650 MW Flamanville Plant to Be
Delayed
On July 20th, Electricite de France (EDF)
announced that it would be delaying the
completion of the Flamanville nuclear
power project by about two years. This
allows EDF to undertake stringent new
safety tests in response to the Fukushima
incident in Japan.
The new € 3.3 billion EPR reactor,
initially expected to be in service by 2012,
is now € 6 billion over budget. EDF will
submit new safety tests to the French
nuclear safety authority in September.
This is part of a reactor-by-reactor review
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initiative launched by the European Union
following the Japanese accident.
Previous delays in the reactor’s schedule
were caused by two fatal accidents on the
constructions sites.

Flamanville 3 Nuclear Plant
Courtesy of EDF

IAEA Says Nuclear Power Will Keep
Growing
Following a July
meeting with
Japan’s Prime
Minister, Yukiya
Amano, director
general of the
International
Yukiya Amano,
Atomic Energy Agency
Courtesy of IAEA
(IAEA) stated that “It is
certain that the number of nuclear reactors
will increase, even if not as quickly as
before.”
Amano noted that many countries need
nuclear reactors to tackle problems such as
global warming. His remarks followed a
visit to the Fukushima Daiichi plant where
he affirmed that the IAEA would help
Japan bring the atomic power plant under
control. Amano also welcomed Japan’s
efforts to share information and data on the
Fukushima incident.
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