
Message from the President 

Nuclear Energy—Best Option 
For Addressing Climate Change 

On August 3, 2015 President Obama’s Clean Energy 
Plan sent a clear message to global decision makers 
that climate change is real and represents a significant 
threat to the entire world.  The Plan recognizes the 
important role nuclear power can play as one of  the 
low carbon energy resources that will help reduce U.S. 
dependence on greenhouse gas (GHG) emitting fossil 
fuels.  

Nuclear energy provides about 20 percent of  the 
U.S.A.’s electricity compared to 16 percent in Canada.  
In Ontario, nuclear delivered 62 percent of  the 
province’s electricity last year!  The recent Brattle 
Study described in the In Short section of  this 
newsletter underscores the major contribution that 
nuclear power makes to cleaner air.   A life-cycle 
analysis prepared for the Canadian Nuclear 
Association demonstrates how this happens.  As an 
example, natural gas emits 29 times as much carbon to 
generate the same amount of  power as nuclear does. 

While Obama’s Plan represents a sea change in U.S. 
climate policy, it is not new. Over the last several years, 
Canada’s now defunct, National Roundtable on the 
Environment and the Economy issued several ground-
breaking reports describing and recommending 
nuclear energy’s GHG reducing capabilities.  
Ontario’s shift from coal to lower carbon emitting 
natural gas generation and the critical role GHG 
emission free nuclear played in making this possible is 
another example. 

The latest, Feeling the Heat: Greenhouse Gas Progress Report 
2015 from Ontario’s Environment Commissioner 
(ECO) notes that the province appears to have met its 
2014 GHG reduction target.  However going forward, 
the ECO expects Ontario will continue to struggle 
making progress from the province’s top three emitting 
sectors: transportation, buildings and industry. 
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Message from the President

Maybe Bob was right
Is the NDP stuck in the past?

It pains me to say this but it has to be said.

The New Democratic Party (NDP),with its 
knee-jerk position on nuclear energy, is stuck 
in a time warp.

Now I’m a proud union activist – always have been,always will 
be.And over the years, the union movement in Canada has been
closely associated with the NDP. I wouldn’t deny it’s been a fruitful
alliance – together we’ve made important gains for the working
men and women of this country.

So I’m the last person who’d want to slag our brothers and sisters 
in the NDP.Nonetheless, I have a bone to pick. I have to ask myself
whether Bob Rae was right – maybe, just maybe the former Ontario
premier was right when he left the party several years back,due to
its outmoded thinking and rigid orthodoxies.

This is 2006,and experts around the globe are warning of
staggering environmental and economic impacts, if the world
doesn’t act quickly to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.They tell 
us we have 10 to 15 years to radically change the way we produce
energy and fuel.Otherwise, large swaths of the earth’s surface will
become uninhabitable due to global warming.Millions will be
displaced by floods or drought,economies will be devastated.

These experts are telling us that urgent solutions must be found –
energy solutions that do not rely on fossil fuels and do not produce
greenhouse gases.Renewable sources are part of the answer but
can’t possibly meet baseload power requirements.These same
experts, including noted environmentalists,are strongly urging
governments to take a serious look at nuclear generation – a 
power source virtually free of emissions that contribute to global
warming.

And it’s not just governments and activists who are paying heed.
A number of unions are reviewing their energy policies,asking
whether their historic anti-nuclear stance still makes sense.The
Canadian Labour Congress is studying the question.The Canadian
Union of Public Employees convened a meeting on the issue this
month.And the Quebec Federation of Labour recently lent its
support to nuclear energy proponents – for the first time ever.

It’s not a tidal wave (yet) but significant shifts are happening.Maybe,
just maybe, it’s time for the NDP to do a little soul-searching.

Ontario embraces nuclear
Communities, corporations jockey for position

The race is on! Ontario’s plan to refurbish existing nuclear reactors
where feasible, and build one or two new ones has triggered a high
stakes contest. Nuclear energy producers and reactor manufacturers
are hard at work on competitive bids. And host communities are
rolling out the welcome mat for further nuclear investment in 
their regions.

The Durham Strategic Energy Alliance (DSEA), a group from the
energy industry, municipal government and local post-secondary
institutions, launched its pitch for new-build the same day in June
the government announced its plan. It’s promoting Ontario Power
Corporation’s Darlington site just east of Toronto, as the prime
location. Durham says it wants to be known as “Ontario’s Energy
Capital.”

The region offers a highly skilled workforce, well-developed
infrastructure and strong community support. In addition, DSEA

points out that in
2005 OPG, with 
10 operating
nuclear reactors in
the Durham region,
provided more 
than 30 per cent of
Ontario’s nuclear
generation at well
below the average
market price.

Flash forward to September and Duncan Hawthorne, CEO of
Bruce Power in Kincardine, Ontario, is presenting his plan to local
residents for a $20 billion, 40-year plan to continue overhauling 
the Bruce Nuclear Generating Station on the shores of Lake Huron.
Part of his plan calls for one or more (possibly four) new reactors.

Bruce County interest groups were slower than the Durham alliance
to mount a lobbying effort but they’re making up for lost time.
Local councillors want the county to work with business, economic
development groups and the public to promote Bruce Power as the
site of choice for new-build nuclear.
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Refurbishing Ontario’s nuclear fleet and building new 
nuclear reactors in Canada provides an uncommon 
opportunity for our province to significantly reduce 
GHG emissions at home and in other jurisdictions.  
Powering made-in-Ontario zero emission vehicles and 
public transit with low carbon nuclear energy can help 
reduce GHG emissions from our transportation sector.  
Ontario’s nuclear fleet can continue to provide back up 
for our hydropower neighbours like Quebec and 
Manitoba and a long-term hedge against these climate 
change vulnerable facilities.  As well, exporting this low 
carbon nuclear generated electricity can help our fossil-
fuel dependent neighbours reduce their GHG 
emissions.  And keeping Canada’s nuclear industry a 
global leader would support the export of  our world-
class nuclear technology to help reduce GHG emissions 
in other countries.  It is the best option.

continued...

Gentilly-2 Assets in the News 
While work continues to transition Gentilly-2 into the 
Dormancy and Fuel Transfer Phase, the sale of  the station’s 
equipment continues to garner media attention.  In late May, 
the Auditor General (AG) of  Quebec released a report critical 
of  Hydro Quebec’s (HQ) equipment disposal practises from 
the nuclear station.   Media attention focused on the sale of  a 
turbine from the plant that was sold for $75,000 to a scrap 
dealer.  The turbine’s estimated value was $75 million. 
Hydro Quebec accepted the recommendations made by the 
Auditor General regarding the valuation of  Gentilly-2 
equipment assets and the company’s disposal practises.  The 
Auditor General subsequently acknowledged HQ’s acceptance 
of  these recommendations and willingness to collaborate with 
the AG. 
In early 2013, HQ solicited market interest in the equipment.  
In March of  2014, the company issued a formal request of  
interest and received responses from 26 companies. 
On September 10, HQ was again criticized for the disposal of  
two armoured vehicles previously used for security purposes at 
the Gentilly site.  A Member of  the Quebec National 
Assembly for Nicolet-Becancour called on Hydro Quebec to 
disclose the sale price received for the two vehicles.  Hydro 
Quebec declined to provide the information citing concerns 
about breaching the confidentiality of  the purchaser.



Summer Brings Good News to OPG 
While Ontario Power Generation faces continuing 
opposition to the proposed Deep Geologic Repository, the 
company received good news on other fronts. 
On August 20, 2015 the Canadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission gave its highest rating of  “Fully Satisfactory” 
to the Darlington Nuclear Station for the seventh year in a 
row.  OPG’s Pickering facility rating of  “Satisfactory” is 
unchanged from the previous year.  This rating confirms the 
plant is meeting all regulatory requirements. 
On the following day, August 21, OPG announced Second 
Quarter Financial results of  $189 million, an increase of  64 
percent over 2014.  The improved results were due to new 
regulated prices, higher nuclear production and newly 
online generating assets.  Higher production from the 
Darlington Station and solid performance from Pickering’s 
six operating units were highlighted.  OPG noted that the 
company received an average of  6.1 cents per kilowatt-hour 
for output, which is significantly lower than the average of  
all other electricity generators. 
OPG also noted that pre-requisite projects for the 
Darlington Refurbishment project were on track in support 
of  the execution of  the first unit’s refurbishment 
commencing in 2016.  As of  June 30, 2015, Life-to-date 
capital expenditures were $1,791 million.  
On the same day, the company announced the appointment 
of  a new President and CEO, Jeffrey J. Lyash, successor to 
his highly respected predecessor, Tom Mitchell.  Mr. Lyash 
previously headed up one of  the United States’ largest 
power engineering, procurement and construction 
companies, CB&I Power. 
Prior to joining CB&I, Lyash was Executive VP of  Energy 
Supply for Duke Energy and Executive VP of  Energy 
Supply for Progress Energy.  Mr. Lyash previously held 
senior technical and management positions with the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  He is currently a 
member of  the board of  directors for the Nuclear Energy 
Institute. 
On September 2, OPG 
and its partners, 
Durham Region and 
the City of  Toronto 
launched the “There’s 
no such thing as being 
too prepared” 
campaign intended to 
raise awareness about 
potassium iodide (KI) 
pill distribution in 
Durham during the 
month.  Background 
information about the 
KI pills, suggestions 
about what residents 
could do in the unlikely event of  a nuclear emergency and 
Frequently Asked Questions can be found at https://
preparetobesafe.ca . 

Unplanned Outages Impact Lepreau’s 
Production 
On June 6th, NB Power released the operational highlights for 
May 2015 for the Point Lepreau Generating Station (PLNGS).  
For the first 28 days of  May, the station operated at 100 percent 
reactor power.  On May 28 the plant went temporarily offline 
to enable testing and analysis of  the turbine system in the non-
nuclear section.  Testing confirmed repairs were needed to 
reheater components, requiring that the station be operated at 
between 75 and 85 percent power until the work was 
completed. 
The operational highlights for PLNGS’s June performance 
were released on July 7.  The station had been operated at 
about 80 percent reactor power for the previous 24 days.  The 
plant had been reconnected to the grid on June 5 following the 
previously noted testing work. 
The operational highlights for July, released on August 7, 
indicated PLNGS has operated at about 80 percent reactor 
power for the month.  NB Power also announced the plant 
would be temporarily taken offline to facilitate repairs to the 
reheater components of  the turbine system.  Repairs were 
expected to take about 3 weeks to complete.  NB Power also 
indicated that it would be participating with New Brunswick’s 
Department of  Public Safety in a full-scale nuclear emergency 
plan text exercise on November 17 and 18, 2015. 
On September 1, NB Power announced that PLNGS had 
commenced re-powering on August 28, following the successful 
completion of  the repairs to the reheater components.

-2-

What Others Are Saying 
“Global nuclear power generation capacity could increase by 

more than 45 percent in the next 20 years but the pace of  
growth will still fall short of  what is needed to curb climate 

change, an industry organisation report showed on Thursday. 
The World Nuclear Association Nuclear Fuel Report 

forecasts global nuclear capacity will grow to 552 gigawatts 
equivalent (GWe) by 2035 from 379 GWe currently, as 

many countries build new plants as a lower-carbon option 
and for energy security. 

The International Energy Agency has estimated that nuclear 
capacity needs to reach 660 GWe in 2030 and more than 

900 GWe by 2050 to help keep a rise in global temperatures 
within 2 degrees Celsius this century, a threshold scientists 

say should avoid the worst effects of  climate change. 
However, this would require $81 billion a year investment in 

new nuclear plants from 2014 to 2040…” 

Source: “World nuclear capacity set to rise by 45% by 
2035”, Reuters UK, September 10, 2015

https://preparetobesafe.ca
https://preparetobesafe.ca


Bruce Power Forges Ahead 
On May 28, 2015 the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 
(CNSC) renewed Bruce Power’s (BP) operating licence for 
the A and B Nuclear Generating Stations for a period of  five 
years.  
BP announced the successful completion of  the planned 
maintenance and inspection program for Unit 6 on July 3.  
This $100 million investment created employment for about 
700 temporary workers.  During the shut down of  Unit 6, 
workers also removed Cobalt-60, which will be used to 
sterilize disposable medical supplies. 
On July 9, VIPs were at the Bruce site to celebrate the 
development of  a new made-in-Ontario tool that will be 
used to support Bruce Power operations.  The Bruce Reactor 
Inspection and Maintenance System (BRIMS) tool was 
developed by ATS Automation, a Cambridge, Ontario 
based company in collaboration with a number of  other 
companies involved in Canada’s 
nuclear industry.  The new tool will 
allow for more effective execution 
of  inspection and maintenance 
activities at Bruce Power.  
An underway, approximately $110 
million planned maintenance and 
inspection program on Unit 4 was 
announced by BP on July 21, 2015.  
On August 6, BP announced 
progress with an initiative to 
enhance emergency preparedness 
practices in Grey-Bruce-Huron.  
The company was preparing to 
mail a Community Safety Guide to 
residences and business in the three 
counties.  The re-distribution of  
potassium iodide tablets by 
September was also progressing. 
BP received its best ever annual 
safety report card in 14 years from 
the CNSC on August 20.  BP’s 
President and CEO, Duncan 
Hawthorne said the credit for this 
achievement goes to the company’s 
employees who show up every day 
with an unwavering focus on safety. 
On September 3, BP launched an 
initiative to encourage its suppliers 
to become members of  the 
Canadian Council for Aboriginal 
Businesses.  On September 8, the 
company released a report 
highlighting the significant benefits the unique Bruce Power 
Public-Private Partnership has contributed to Ontario over 
the last 14 years.  On September 9 BP signed a collaboration 
agreement with the Ontario Building and Construction 
Trades.  The Agreement signals a shared commitment to the 
future of  Bruce Power in Ontario and recognition of  the 
strategic importance of  thousands of  tradespeople to the 
company. 

Cameco Performance Trend Remains on 
Track 
On June 12, 
2015 Cameco 
announced that 
unionized 
employees at its 
fuel 
manufacturing 
operations in 
Port Hope and 
Cobourg had 
accepted a new 
collective 
agreement.  The 
approximately 100 employees, 
represented by the United 
Steelworkers local 14193, agreed to a three year contract that 

includes a seven percent wage 
increase over the term of  the 
agreement. 
On July 9, Cameco announced 
that forest fires in northern 
Saskatchewan had not interrupted 
production at the company’s 
McArthur River, Key Lake, Cigar 
Lake and Rabbit Lake uranium 
operations.  The company noted 
that it had taken additional 
measures to protect the health and 
safety of  people and the 
environment at its facilities and was 
assisting communities in the area 
to fight the fires and support 
evacuees.  
Cameco announced solid Second 
Quarter Financial results on July 
30, 2015.  This included higher 
revenue and gross profit for the 
quarter and first six months.  The 
average realized uranium price 
outperformed spot and long-term 
market prices and uranium 
production and sales from 
Cameco’s operations remained 
strong.  Tim Gitzel, president and 
CEO, noted that the company had 
performed well despite tough 
market conditions and that the 
long-term outlook for nuclear 
energy underpinned by strong 

fundamentals remained positive.  Currently, there are 64 
reactors under construction globally with a net increase of  82 
reactors over the next 10 years. 
On August 7, Cameco released an update on its Sustainable 
Development Report.  For the fifth consecutive year the 
company reported zero significant environmental incidents and 
its lost-time injury rate for both employees and contractors 
remains low and better than the industry average.
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Worth Repeating…. 

“…There are additional opportunities to 
mitigate price increases.  Continued investment 
in nuclear generation assets will result in the 

best outcome for Ontario’s economy, with up to 
20 percent lower electricity prices, 100,000 

more jobs, $60 billion in economic benefit and 
fewer greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 

(Brouillette 2013).  The provincial 
government has committed to working with 

nuclear operators to ensure that the scheduled 
refurbishment of  nuclear units is optimized, 

and done with cost predictability.  Ontario has 
the ability to lower costs during the 

refurbishment schedule by reducing overlap and 
ensuring decisions are made quickly, and by 
creating an efficient procurement strategy for 

nuclear components…” 

Source:  Empowering Ontario: Constraining Costs 
and Staying Competitive in the Electricity Market, 

Where Are We Going, page 8  Ontario 
Chamber of  Commerce, July 8th, 2015. 

Cameco’s Port Hope building, 
Photo Courtesy of  Cameo
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International Brotherhood of  Electrical 
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In short... 

GMB Concerned About 
Chinese Involvement in UK 
Nuclear Infrastructure 

GMB, the UK’s union for 
workers in nuclear industry, 
engineering and 
construction, have publicly 
expressed concerns about 
the Chinese National 
Nuclear Corporation’s 

(CNNC) participation in future UK 
nuclear infrastructure.  The GMB sent 
two letters in June 2015 to the UK 
Secretary for Energy and Climate 
Change.  Concerns centre around the 
linkages between the funding of  the new 
Hinkley Point C nuclear station and the 
technology to be used in a possible new 
nuclear station Bradwell in Essex. 
On September 7, GMB called on MPs to 
force the UK Government to halt plans 
for CNNC’s involvement and that the 
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority 
should be re-tasked and renamed the 
Nuclear Development Authority and 
given the authority to borrow money to 
partner EDF in Hinkley and Sizewell 
projects. 

Studies Highlight Importance 
of  Nuclear Energy 
On July 7, a new study by the Brattle 
Group in the U.S. highlighted the 
importance of  nuclear energy to the 
American economy.  The reports 
executive summary notes the 
following:  U.S. nuclear plants 
contribute $60 billion annually to the 
GDP; accounts for about 475,000 full-
time jobs; provides about 20% of  the 

country’s electricity; and, avoids 
annually 573 million tons of  CO2, 
650,000 tons of  NOx, and over 1 
million tons of  SO2. 
“Canada’s $6b nuclear industry a role 
model for Aust says royal 
commissioner” headline appeared in 
the July 24 edition of  the Brisbane 
Times.  The associated article 
presented the views of  Kevin Scarce, a 
former South Australian governor and 
currently a Royal Commissioner 
investigating a possible nuclear 
industry for South Australia.  Mr. 
Scarce had just completed a fact-
finding trip to the United States and 
Canada.  Mr. Scarce sees two options
—“traditional” large-scale reactors 
supported by a price on pollution and 
smaller scale reactors.  He sees 
Canada nuclear industry as the best 
role model for Australia given its long 
track record, $6 billion in annual 
economic benefits and 60,000 jobs. 

Denison Mines and Fission 
Uranium Merge 
Denison Energy Corp, the new entity 
formed by the merger of  Denison Mines 
and Fission Uranium was announced on 
July 7, 2015.  It brings together the prime 
Canadian uranium assets of  both 

companies located in the Athabasca 
Basin in Northern Saskatchewan—
Patterson Lake South, previously 100% 
owned by Fission, and Wheeler River 
60% owned by Denison.  The combined 
assets are expected to be worth about 
$900 M Canadian.  The deal is expected 
to be complete in October. 

GO-CO Winner Announced 
for Chalk River Laboratories 
On June 26th, the Federal Government 
announced the winning consortium, the 
Canadian National Energy Alliance 
(CNEA) as the future operator of  the 
Canadian Nuclear Laboratories 
(previously Chalk River Laboratories).  
The Alliance includes Montreal-based 
SNC-Lavalin, CH2M Hill, Utah’s 
EnergySolutions and Rolls-Royce.  
An August 4, 2015 article in The 
Independent (London UK) stated, “Rolls-
Royce has won a leading role in a multi-
billion dollar nuclear decommissioning 
contract in Canada – prompting 
speculation the engineering giant will 
launch another assault on the lucrative 
British market.”  The article describes 
Rolls-Royce as a subcontractor on the 
Chalk River deal and will be “building 
metal components and machines for 
contract at is factory in Peterborough, 
Ontario.” 
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Commissioner Kevin Scarce, 
Photo Courtesy of  Nuclear Fuel Cycle Royal 
Commission

Chalk River Laboratories, 
Photo Courtesy of  CNL
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